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SECOND ANNUAL ESSENTIAL FESTIVAL CELEBRATING  
THE ESSENTIAL WORK OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF OMAHA 

 

OMAHA, NE – Join Catholic Charities of Omaha for a day of MUSIC, FUN, FOOD, and FAMILY 

FESTIVITIES during the Second Annual Essential Festival, Friday, July 2, 2021 at SumTur Amphitheater – 

Benefitting Catholic Charities and celebrating the organization’s essential programs and services that 

help feed the hungry, raise people out of poverty, strengthen communities, and protect human dignity. 

Gates will open at 3:00 pm featuring music by The Emmett Bower Band, Finest Hour, Oye Como 

Va, The String Beans, and the Omaha Street Percussion. Other activities will include Cirque Du Soleil 

clowns, food trucks, face painting, cheerleaders, and fire trucks, concluding with a fireworks show, by 

Bellino Fireworks, at 10:15 pm.  

Individual and family tickets available at www.essentialfest.org. COVID requirements will be 

followed.  

Essential Festival gives the community the opportunity to unite, enjoy a day of family activities 

and support the programs and services of Catholic Charities of Omaha including the organization’s food 

pantries, domestic violence crisis hotline and emergency shelter, mental health counseling, family 

strengthening, immigration legal services and microbusiness program. 

Last year, Catholic Charities of Omaha helped a record number of individuals and families as a 

result of the COVID pandemic – doubling the amount of people served. In a typical year, the 

organization serves 80,000 people and distributes 200,000 pounds of food. In 2020, more than 156,000 

were served and 1.4 million pounds of food was distributed. 

“COVID-19 has caused pain and hardship for so many,” said Fr. Mike Eckley, executive director 

of Catholic Charities. “At Catholic Charities, we work to address not only people’s immediate needs, but 

also help lift people out of poverty, strengthen communities and protect human dignity. This is a time 

for reflection, healing and action.  We see this event as a positive step in that direction bringing people 

together from across all of Omaha’s neighborhoods.” 

For more information about Essential Fest, please visit www.essentialfest.org or contact Rita Hamele at 

402.680.1038 or ritah@ccomaha.org. 
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