Public Policy: Catholic Charities

In keeping with the mission statement of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Omaha to “serve, empower, and advocate for people in need” and being “a voice for social change”, the Public Policy committee operates under the Ministry in Action which says: 

The Public Policy Committee in conjunction with the Social Justice program be empowered by the Board of Directors to investigate, advocate and support state, local and national legislation in support of the mission of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Omaha, more specifically, those individuals noted in our Ministry in Action statements: 

( The battered woman and her children who seek shelter and safety.

( The poor, the hungry and the homeless who need help and hope.

( Those faced with unplanned pregnancy seeking support and guidance.

( The immigrant, searching for a path of acceptance and participation.

( The person immobilized by mental illness and addictions, seeking a road to recovery.

( The troubled family looking for a way to come together.

Because we see injustice, we are a voice for social change.

Public Policy 2007 Nebraska Unicameral

The Public Policy Committee has been tracking and monitoring twenty legislative bills in the Nebraska Unicameral. We wrote letters and collaborated with others on the passage of those bills. We were against a couple of bills. We are happy that four of the bills that passed are central to our mission and speak directly to our mission and have an impact on poverty and the families we serve in our programs.

1. LB 82 - Introduced by John Synowiecki eliminated the family cap provision on women who have additional children while on the welfare program. This bill was passed by the Unicameral and will take effect in September 2007.

2. LB 143 - Introduced by Senator Vickie McDonald exempts victims of sexual assault from a polygraph test. 

3. LB 237 - Sponsored by Senator Rich Pahls changed the homestead exemption  from $25,000 to $60,000. With the increase in home values it is important that seniors or retired folks on fixed incomes not pay excessive taxes on homes during their twilight years.

4. LB 351 -Sponsored by Senator Arnie Stuthman removed transitional public assistance. This bill helps Nebraska comply with federal mandates. After some discussion a misunderstanding was cleared up and amended so that families can participate in post-secondary education and not lose their benefits.

Other bills were a part of this session. Agencies that provided behavioral health services would receive a 2 percent increase each year for the next two years. 

Thanks to the Catholic Charities Public Policy Committee we achieved some outcomes from our direct advocacy work on behalf of the many families and individuals who we serve each year. 

